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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AOENCI 
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES 

16 April 1952 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SEFUn DIRECTOR/INTELLIGENCE 
FRCMs Assistant Director for National Estimates 
SUBJECT: SB-26* Tha-.awlet -Hates on German JMta frg .aJftggihl .e 
(Draft for Consideration toy the Board) 


1. The attached memorandum gives the Board view on recent 
Soviet views, centering the discussion upon the most inpxrtaat 
Soviet action, that with regard to German unity, 

Z. In the Board's view, recent Soviet moves are designed 
to weaken the unity of the West and retard Western rearmament. 
Nothing has been said or done by the Kremlin thus far which indi- 
cates a willingness to make real concession In order to lessen 
International tension, 

3, The Board believes, therefore, that the conclusion of 
NIS-53 remains valid, and that no further estimate Is needed at 
this time. Will you be good enough to Inform the Board whether 
you concur in this belief? 


SHERMAN KENT 


Attachment 
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SEGURITY mFORMATION 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES 

16 April 1952 

SUBJECT* SE-26* THE SOVIET NOTES ON GERMAN UNITY AS A POSSIBLE 

INDICATION OF A MORE "CQNCILIATCRI" SOVIET 
POLICY (Draft for Consideration l y the 
Board) 

1. Recent Soviet moves are open to the interpretation that 
the Kremlin is seeking a general relaxation of international 
tension, whether merely to lessen Western will to rearm, or genu- 
inely to produce a calmer international atmosphere. 

2. The recent Soviet notes on German unity are the most 
striking indication of such a possible shift in Soviet policy. 

In the first of these notes, the Kremlin called for a peace treaty 
with a united, neutralised, and rearmed Germany. In the second 
note, the Kremlin asked for immediate four^power discussion of 
the terms upon which free all-German elections should take place. 

If the Kremlin is actually prepared to permit free elections in 
East and West Germany, and to permit German unification and re- 
armament, these concessions would represent a real and signif- 
icant shift in Soviet policy toward Germany, and might Indicate 
a shift in the world policy of the Kremlin. 
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